
ENVIRONMENTAL 
REVIEW PROCESS

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
is a federal law requiring agencies seeking 
federal funding or approval to assess potential 
impacts of their projects on the natural, 
human and built environments. Depending on 
the level of expected impact from a project, 
agencies must document a Categorical 
Exclusion, Environmental Assessment (EA) or 
Environmental Impact Statement. 

In accordance with NEPA and to receive funding and 
approval from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 
ODOT submitted a Revised Supplemental Environmental 
Assessment (EA) of the impacts of the I-5 Rose Quarter 
Improvement Project.

In March 2024, the FHWA issued a Finding of No Significant 
Impact to health and environment, allowing the project to 
move to final design and construction and concluding the 
environmental review process.

A BRIEF HISTORY
2017 ODOT and FHWA begin the environmental review process for the I-5 Rose Quarter Improvement Project. 

2019 ODOT and FHWA publish an EA for the project and hold a 45-day public comment period. 

2020 ODOT submits a Revised EA and the FHWA issues a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI), which is a decision 
document stating that the environmental review requirements have been met and the project will not have 
significant impacts on the environment. 

2020
-

2021

Two independent project reviews are conducted: one for the highway cover design (Independent Cover 
Assessment) and one for the analyses of air quality, noise and greenhouse gas emissions (Environmental Peer 
Review). Both independent reviews were initiated in response to community feedback and at the direction of 
the Oregon Transportation Commission (OTC). Each review group was tasked with analyzing uniquely important 
elements of the project. The results are a series of findings and recommendations given to ODOT. 

2021 Based on the Independent Cover Assessment and significant community input, a new highway cover design 
known as the Proposed Hybrid 3 Cover Concept is recommended to enhance the project’s effectiveness and 
align more closely with community values. The OTC approves further evaluation of the proposed concept. In 
response, the FHWA rescinds the 2020 FONSI due to the design changes requiring further analysis. ODOT initiates 
supplemental technical studies evaluating the benefits and impacts of the Proposed Hybrid 3 Cover Concept. 

2022 The I-5 Rose Quarter Improvement Project team prepares a Supplemental EA evaluation of the Proposed Hybrid 
3 Cover Concept.

2023 ODOT incorporates design changes based on feedback from the community and the Supplemental EA 50-day 
public comment period. ODOT submits a Revised Supplemental EA for FHWA review.

2024 FHWA grants environmental review approval with a Finding of No Significant Impact, approving the project to 
proceed into final design to ready the project for construction. This completes the environmental review process.

To learn more about the project’s environmental review process, see our FONSI announcement

LOOKING AHEAD
ODOT’s commitment to supporting a better connected, 
more inclusive Albina community and safer, more efficient 
I-5 requires continued community outreach efforts, 
community involvement and transparent decision-making. 
ODOT will continue to seek input from the public and the 
Historic Albina Advisory Board (HAAB) and Community 
Oversight and Advisory Committee (COAC) as the project 
moves into final design and construction.

JOIN OUR 
MAILING LIST
Scan the QR code to join our 
mailing list and stay up-to-
date with how the project 
is progressing toward final 
design and construction.

www.i5rosequarter.org/contact/

For ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) or Civil Rights Title VI 
accommodations, translation/interpretation services, or more 
information call 503-731-4128 or Oregon Relay Service 7-1-1.
Si desea obtener información sobre este proyecto traducida al español, 
sírvase llamar al 503-731-4128. 
Nếu quý vị muốn thông tin về dự án này được dịch sang tiếng Việt, xin gọi 
503-731-4128. 

Если вы хотите чтобы информация об этом проекте была переведена 
на русский язык, пожалуйста, звоните по телефону 503-731-4128. 
如果您想瞭解這個項目，我們有提供繁體中文翻譯，請致電： 
503-731-4128。 

如果您想了解这个项目，我们有提供简体中文翻译，请致电： 
503-731-4128。

https://www.epa.gov/nepa/national-environmental-policy-act-review-process#ea
https://www.epa.gov/nepa/national-environmental-policy-act-review-process#ea
https://i5rosequarter.org/news/federal-greenlight-allows-i-5-rose-quarter-improvement-project-to-move-forward/
https://www.i5rosequarter.org/contact/
http://www.i5rosequarter.org/contact/

